A rather low keyed start of the offshore voyage took place this
morning. We finished the have-to-do remaining items (get wine and beer,
etc), and calmly motored away from the dock and out to the start area in
light breezes. The arriving crew has been a great help in completing all
of the items on the To-Do list. We now feel ready to be making this type
of voyage.

The forecast is "As good as we have ever seen it" per the
organizers. Unfortunately that happens to mean a high pressure area which
has very light winds for the first few days. We don't have anywhere near
enough fuel to motor for days on end, so we may find ourselves. Then some
brisk winds late in the week which will be appreciated. Right now they look
like they will be the perfect direction and strength.

We will enter the Gulf Stream tomorrow and then get into warm waters
thereafter.

We are looking forward to settling in to our routines for the next 8 to 10
days. We hope to post our position reports regularly throughout the winter
at the following URL http://www.aprs.net/cgi-bin/winlink.cgi?KB1HUE

I believe that position info during the passage "Tim & Alison"
<downwindsail@...>will also be available at www.carib1500.com

So Best To All.

Rick W, Cindy, Rick F, Gail, Alan, Winston
s/v DragonFly
