As they say, "The eagle has landed" -- after arriving in Hampton, VA on Thursday afternoon we consider phase I of this journey to be complete. It was a lovely motor sail from Chisman creek (in Poquoson river ) to Hampton. We pulled into the Bluewater Yachting Center and quickly had our first sighting of the Caribbean 1500 pink flag flying from a gorgeous Passport monohull named the "Suzanna Gayle". That sighting made it very real! 

Wed. and Thursday were our first days sailing Dragonfly "double-handed"; we are very relieved that it was uneventful. As much as we missed the company of friends, it was a good opportunity for me (Cindy) to: practice maneuvering this considerable boat, raise the mainsail, refine the anchoring procedure, etc. Rick's latest challenge was backing into the dock stern to another 42 foot cat's stern - luckily we had help from the dock master Steve and his trusty assistant Chase so it too was uneventful. 

Last night was the first of many "meet and greet" parties for the C1500, about 15 participants are currently here. We met up with Trudy, our volunteer greeter who organizes most of the activities before things really get started next Tuesday after official registration. She is a Hampton local, full of energy and information. We quickly met Emory from the Suzanna Gayle, who has a daughter and grandkids on Jersey street in Mhead -- he told us that after seeing our names on the C1500 list, he had tried to contact us when he was moored in Salem Harbor to visit his family. What a coincidence! We also met the owners of the Catana 431 that is tied up a few docks from us - a really nice couple with 2 little kids who have been out cruising since May and plan to keep going for many years. They love their ship and the cruising lifestyle. Later we met up with the folks on "Lulu" who participated in an earlier C1500 with Alan/Gail/Rick. It is interesting that many of the people we have met here have already cruised the Islands during past winters, some for multiple seasons. They all share their stories, advice and smiles easily and are enormously excited for this next winter adventure. 

As we walk around the docks we see a total of 4 cats that are already here for the C1500 -- two Chris White Altlantic 42's, a Switch 51, and the Catana 431. Dragonfly doesn't look to be as fresh as these others, it will be fun to tour some of them to see the differences. Rick had come across all of these designs during his research so it will be interesting to hear from their owners. Some additional facts gleaned from the C1500 website: there are 7 multi-hulls, of which we are the smallest and the slowest. There are only 6 boats in total that are smaller than us. I guess the days of Joshua Slocum sailing around the world in a 37 foot boat are far-off! 

This is a very nice marina, great facilities (showers, restaurant, etc.) and very nice employees. Our project list for the next week is long and includes things such as install new depth sounder, identify source of the stink coming from the heads, organize to make room for crew traveling with us to Tortola, defrost freezer, plug holes in various parts of the boat, fix diesel leak in port engine, varnish our beautiful salon table, final provisioning of our "stores" at West Marine and Food Lion. As more participants arrive the socializing is bound to pickup and the distractions will be many! Looks like we'll have sun for many days now so that will help our motivation -- wish us luck! 

So how are we feeling? Happy that Dragonfly proved to be seaworthy in strong winds and some messy seas and continues to be very comfortable to liveaboard. Rick;s enthusiasm continues to grow overall (as expected) . Cindy still has mixed emotions --excited for the Islands, concerned for the crossing (as expected) & she is hoping that this upcoming passage is more enjoyable than our rough trip coming back to the Chesapeake from Puerto Rico in 2001. 

Closing Thoughts

We have free wi-fi in Hampton so email will be easy for us for the next 1.5 weeks, keep those e-letters coming. We have enjoyed reading your news throughout this first few weeks, sorry if our responses were sporadic.

