Here it is already February! Time is flying. A quick update on our latest whereabouts as they are about to change. 

We enjoyed a beautiful sail from Falmouth, Antigua to Deshais, Guadeloupe. Dragonfly strutted her stuff -- ripping along (our high for the day at 8.7 knots) in 15 knot breeze to get us the 42 miles to Deshais in under 6 hours. Deshais is a very pretty village with one central street consisting of restaurants, bakeries and tourist shops. It's a different world from St. Martin, most shops here close from 12-2:30 and everything is quiet. We were surprised to find the harbor chock-full of sailboats, but it does make sense that everyone was once again making tracks southeast because of the break in the weather. As probably every new arrival does, we immediately made a circuit of town and made the requisite stop in the supermarket -- we delighted in purchasing those tiny little bananas (boy are they good) and Twinnings tea bags (this is it for excitement folks). 

Today we had another entertaining customs experience; on a tip from a fellow cruiser, we were fortunate to find the customs officer in his office this morning (he doesn't keep posted hours). When we entered the office he was on the phone; after about 15 minutes he passed us the appropriate form (we obviously look like visitors) and 30 minutes later he hung up the phone. After the 45 minute wait, it took him about 3 minutes to "clear us in" and "clear us out" for our departure on Sunday. Surprisingly, this was the first customs officer who actually bothered to stamp our passports. Always a different experience!! 

We were high on our good fortune and decided to walk up to the local botanical gardens, which had also been recommended. It felt great to stretch our legs on the 1 mile uphill walk (trying to ready our bodies for the serious hiking to come) and worth it -- it is a spectacular [image: image1.png]


Jardin. We leisurely roamed the gardens observing the most beautiful plants and trees from all over the world. Even a Norfolk Pine! Such gorgeous flowers of all kinds, some familiar and some unknown. There were hummingbirds rushing past our ears on their way to the next flower and songbirds trilling above in the tree's. Unfortunately there wasn't an English translation of the plant's descriptions, so much of what we saw remains a mystery. What a delightful way to spend a gorgeous day - I know of a few of my readers that would have had trouble seeing it all in one day (you know who you are). 

After a few days here we feel that we have entered a new portion of our journey; few people in Guadeloupe speak English and we have to rely on our distant memories of high school French and a "French For Cruisers" dictionary. Perhaps this will motivate us to get back to our French lessons on CD! We had a funny conversation trying to reserve a rental car for a day - the car was there the next day, but we weren't sure it would be! 

I had one of those truly enjoyable moments a few days agao which sums up the camaraderie of the C1500 experience. We were walking to the dingy dock, I said a polite hello to a passerby, then did an immediate "double take" after realizing that he was wearing a Caribbean 1500 cap, as did the passerby upon noticing my Caribbean 1500 cap. He has participated in 3 C1500 trips and instantly became our "ambassador" to Deshais. 

By the way, I want you New England sailors to know that due to some senior moment on my part, Rick missed loading up on Mount Gay Rum in Jolly Harbor at what was rumored to be the "cheapest price" in the Caribbean. Unbelievable! 

Yesterday we went off on a drive through the National park and did some walking before picking up our friend Tom at the airport. Today we hope to move on to the Jacques Cousteau Underwater park, followed by a quick stop at "Les Saintes" before heading off again early next week to the next island, the next country. [image: image2.png]



Thanks for all your messages, we enjoy hearing from you.

 Cindy

