Here is an update on our recent adventures:

Wed. night racing in Annapolis is really a phenomena!  Several hundred sailboats whizzing around the bay w/ the cityscape in the background:  420's, optic's and the NAVY 44's (?) filled with hunky sailors.  There was at least one women at the helm of those Navy boats, you GO GIRL!. Overall it was a sight to behold!   When we entered the harbor we counted at least 7 catamarans amongst all the "perty" boats.  Our eyes were easily drawn to what revealed itself as a 57 foot Lagoon cat - imagine the shower stalls on that baby!  We arrived early enough to wander the town in daylight; this was Lindsey's first trip to Annapolis and she was immediately energized by it's shopping potential, hopefully she can act on that this morning.  The rest of us had the more typical reaction: excitement at the potential of a shower without concern for water usage, enthusiasm for stretching our legs, and enjoyment of celebratory beers and local specialties (a.k.a. crab) at one of the many taverns. 

If you are interested in an update since our last release keep reading.  On Monday night we were anchored just southeast of the C&D canal.  It was interesting navigating to the anchorage in darkness as we had to enter the anchorage within a small cut in a very solid dike.  While putting down the anchor the port engine stalled and although we anchored without any problems and passed a quiet evening, we knew their was potential for a larger problem which would be found in the morning.  We did wake up to reset the anchor at 3AM since it seemed that we had dragged, but with so many hands it went quickly and easily.  So who went swimming on Tuesday morning to inspect beneath the boat?  Of course it was our fish-like skipper.  Rick tied himself to the boat in the ferocious current and found that we had caught a crab pot the day before and it's line was wrapped around the prop - yahoo, no transmission problem!  The remainder of our day was uneventful, we topped off our water tanks at Schaefers Marina & had a nice lunch at a restaurant overlooking the canal in Chesapeake city.  That day we chose to anchor in daylight -- a first -- in a cove in the Sassafras River in Maryland.   It was a lovely, serene spot with geese and a full moon  and mars overhead at night.  We used the remaining daylight to mark the anchor chain, something we have had as a priority on our list since acquiring Dragonfly, so now we can more easily determine the amount of chain we drop - it's the little things that make all the difference! 

Wed. morning -- another clear and sunny day.  This time Joe went for an early swim in order to inspect the paddle wheel since our knot meter had stopped working.  Even though we were anchored in a pretty spot, the water did not look very inviting to the rest of us!   Repeated scrubbing of the paddle wheel fixed the problem (although the knot meter and the gps speed indicator still do not match) and off we went toward Annapolis.  It was another really gorgeous day, windy "on the nose" but bright and comfortable in a windbreaker or inside the awning on the back porch.  We all kept a sharp eye for crab pots and were entertained by wide variety of traffic:  barges, tugs, sailboats, navy ships, etc.

And that brings you up to date.  Today Joe leaves us to return home.  We have tried to convince him to stay onboard for another couple of days to meet the remainder of the Williams family as we enter Virginia waters but he seems intent on returning to Michele and Marblehead.  We'll probably leave Annapolis this afternoon and head south toward Deltaville, expecting to anchor in another beautiful spot tonight and complete the trip to the "old neighborhood", the site of many past good times, tomorrow. 

Closing Thoughts:

A huge "thanks" to Joe for  joining us -- he was a tremendous asset and great company, we are sorry to see him depart.

Although It wasn't revealed in the pre-cruise disclosure that I'd have to "dive for a shower", I had a fantastic time and will be forever thankful to Rick & Cindy for the experience, and grateful for the time spent with Lindsey & Spencer.  Sadly, I can't continue south, but I wish Rick & Cindy as much fair weather and fun as I've had this past week.

We just ran into friends of Tim and Alison on the sailing yacht "Promise" in Annapolis Harbor.  They are enjoying themselves immensly and we hope to see them in Norfolk again!

