Happy Thanksgiving!  We have determined that turkey is a tradition today for the locals here as well - although they do not have the day off work and I can't imagine cooking a turkey in this heat!  Once again I'll try to give you a picture of our exploits since we have been asked to continue the emails travelogue. 

 

We finally pushed off from the marina dock last Sunday.  It was a great place to recover from the passage, but we were getting more and more antsy to get out to those gorgeous anchorages.  We spent the first 2 nights at Norman Island, the first in "the bight" with friends from "Rockhopper", "Elsha" (who we met on the C1500) and with Arkansas Gene, another friend of Rick's from earlier C1500 who was here with family for a week on his on boat.  Rick and I snorkeled the Indians - still an absolutely gorgeous snorkeling spot and headed over to Rockhopper for cocktails and we all ended up being highly entertained on the well known local bar The Willie T.  This was the night that the locals hang out at the Willie T and the harbor was jammed with boats and the bar was hopping.  The next morning we went for a hike up the mountain to see the gorgeous view and after a wrong turn we ended up back at the shore; from there we elected to find our way back climbing the rocks along the shore instead of walking back up hill to get back to the dingys.  All in all it was a great time and it was super sharing it with new friends. 

 

Rick and I moved the boat around the corner for some more privacy that night and went back to the Indiands with others on Monday for more snorkeling.  It never disappoints!  From there we had a mellow motor to Jost Van Dyke and checked out Sandy Key and Sandy Spit - both beautiful little islands with only white sand beaches and a few palm trees.   We anchored in the bay near Sandy spit and had a quite night under the stars.  Wed. we snorkeled the area again, we saw some really cool puffer fish, a huge sand dollar and some really neat little worms, among all the other colorful fish.  From there we went for lunch at the Soggy dollar bar and then moved on to Peter Island.  Cindy had a lesson in anchoring "stern to" and wouldn't you know there were 3 boats from the C1500 fleet already there.  More socializing on a beautiful Jenneau all appointed for private chartering. 

 

Today we headed back to Tortola for errands and Thanksgiving lunch at the marina restaurant with about 20 other C1500 folks.  It was a great meal and fun hearing about everyone's adventures to date.  Now we are off to do a few errands (grocery shopping) and tomorrow a bunch of us are heading up to Anegada for a few nights.  This will be a first visit to Anegada for us and we are very excited.  Lobster, yum! 

 

I am now being kicked out of the internet cafe so I will say goodbye for now.  More adventures to come....maybe even sending out our next message from St. John or St. Marten.

 

Thanks for all your good wishes and newsy updates!

