Dragonfly has eagerly moved on from St. Martin. Thursday afternoon we motored the 3 hour passage to St. Barts, anchored overnight and on Friday we motor sailed to Antigua in the company of 3 other boats headed the same way. Our goal is to head to Grenada rather quickly now and then have a more leisurely pace back up the island chain. 

We have spent 2 days in Jolly harbour, Antigua. It's a quiet anchorage & marina on the western side of the island. The customs/immigration experience here was our first case of island time - overall it was a 3.5 hour experience by the time we were cleared in. There is a tiny office here and although the guides states that the office opens at 8AM, the first immigration officer arrived at about 9AM . The customs officer was to be there in "20 minutes" and about 2 hours later he arrived. As you can imagine, there was quite a group of visitors swapping stories by the time he arrived -- all part of the island experience! 

We were thrilled to see another C1500 boat tied up at the marina next to the immigration office. They are a couple who professionally captain boats for 6 monhs/year and live the remainder of the year in Rye, NH. They are currently running a beautiful J160 "September Morning". We enjoyed catching up with them over dinner. We explored some of Antigua by taxi tour; English Harbor is still a favorite spot with it's combination of gorgeous water, lovely yachts and renovated historic buildings. There looks to be some really beautiful anchorages on the northeast side of Antigua and we hope to explore them on the way back up the island chain. 

Overall it has been quite rainy here, (when asking how long this rainy pattern usually lasts we have been told "the past 2 years") and has made for some wet dingy rides! It always seem to start raining just as you pull away from a boat or a dock but it is ok because it's "fresh" water. With the combination of wind and rain sometimes we wish we had brought our ski goggles.! These past few weeks have been very windy in the NE Caribbean, winds gusting to 45kn w/ a 12 ft. sea state for many days. A strong Northern swell came and went while we were in St. Martin and has again come while in Antigua. These swells make many anchorages quite rolly although it has a much lower impact on the catamaran; our friends on their monohulls blasted out of the anchoraage at Jolly harbour to find a more protected spot while we felt quite content staying put. 

We found that St. Martin is the first of the islands where chaining and locking your dingy was recommended and this holds from here on out. We also lift the dingy every night as a precaution. For those of you that are computer geeks, we started using the program "Skype" to make phone calls via the internet (works well ½ of the time) for a few cents/minute and this seems to be really catching on with the cruising community. 

For the last week that we were in St. Martin this weather kept most boats holed up waiting for conditions to improve, which gave us a chance to visit with the more recent arrivals while our dagger boards were finished. There were many nice evenings - our favorite restaurant experience was probably Mai's Vietnamese Restaurant where we had Rick's birthday dinner with friends. It's was a real find, not on the main tourist drag, tucked into the second story of a plain building on a very commercial street in the outer part of Marigot. We didn't expect to find such a cozy restaurant inside! Mai is the owner and she greeted us enthusiastically, beautifully clad in an authenticVietnamese red silk dress, with very dramatic makeup and hair. The restaurant was lovely w/ it's Asian atmosphere and the service was spectacular. Mai patiently described the menu for us and helped us make our selections. The food was fantastic & reasonably priced. Check it out if you are in St. Martin! 

Over the 6 weeks that we were in St. Martin we got to know the folks at Maintech, the fabrication company that did the fiberglass/daggerboard work, and enjoyed their insider view of St. Martin and of the Caribbean. The company is owned and staffed primarily by cruisers who stopped in St. Martin to rebuild their cruising kittys. Roger & Pat (Brits) and Gernot (German) own the business. They currently employee Murry (S. African), Hank (Dutch), Kenny (St. Martin) & David (Brit) for the high season. Running a business in St. Martin seems extremely complex; dealing with the politics of two governments, a transient work force, local norms, and the expectations of mega yachts customers. We also learned that St. Martin is jokingly referred to as "Hotel California" as many folks arrive for a short stay and never leave. As we found ourselves stuck in the lagoon for so long, Cindy came up w/ a couple of ideas for business in St. Martin - French baking/cooking lessons for visitors; intensive French language lessons for cruisers. 

The major work accomplished on Dragonfly in St. Martin:

1. Replaced teak inserts on the back steps w/ a more practical choice

2. Reglassed the forward locker (after pumping out 6 inches of water)

3. Repaired crack in starboard dagger board (yes, we found this during the process of fitting the new board)

4. Fabricated new port dagger board

5. Replaced cracked hatch cover over the starboard engine compartment

6. Fix leaks in both engines

7. Caulk multiple holes inside and outside the boat

8. Varnish woodwork

9. Patched leaks found at the port fuel intake area.

Soon we'll head to Guadeloupe -- back to French croissants and pan au chocolate! We'll be picking up our friend Tom Eagan there at the end of the week. Guadeloupe promises great snorkeling/diving. We expect to take advantage of Tom's love of sailing and make the passage to Grenada with him. From there we'll be able to leisurely explore this island chain; the winds are suppose to lay down after February and we'll be happy to have little if any upwind sailing! 

Stay tuned...


Cindy & Rick

 

