It's already Friday?! While we are eager to begin the crossing we have more to accomplish on Dragonfly over the next 2 days. Our preparation this past week has been non-stop and quite hectic. We have been fortunate that the weather has been sunny and dry all week, it has kept us motivated and certainly made our tasks more pleasant. A major milestone today: we passed our official "Caribbean 1500" inspection, which means from a safety and boat readiness standpoint we are approved to go. Of course that doesn't mean that if you came aboard Dragonfly you'd think we were close to crossing the starting line! 

I (Cindy) have to admit that I was totally unprepared for the amount of prep required before heading offshore (lucky that Rick didn't communicate those details while we were still in Mhead either). To give you an idea of the tasks with which we have been busy: 

* purchasing all the required offshore safety equipment, food & supplies & nice to haves such as a "boat sized" printer and microwave. 

* installing safety equipment and preparing our "ditch" bag.

* installing a new depth sounder.

* walk through of diesel engines w/ local expert (fixed diesel leak and alternator bracket).

*improving existing systems such as wind instrument.

*resolved forward hatch leak.

* inspection of rigging with local experts.

*added spare parts of all kinds.

*designed motor mount and had it fabricated locally.

*varnished the salon table 

*and the beat goes on….

One unexpected project was a complete re-bedding of a 6 foot window in our main salon. Rick noticed some leaking during our sail down to Virginia and after probing into it he realized that the window wasn't securely mounted. Never to turn away from a new challenge he consulted with the skipper of a Catana 431 who had recently been through the same repair and he went on to removed the window and over the course of 3 days re-mounted it. The blue tarp covering our boat for those 3 days was a clear indication that we were not ready for our inspection! 

The Caribbean 1500 activities really picked up as of Wed. with almost all 50 participating boats having arrived. Every day additional crew have arrived and by Sat. night most of the 200 participants will be in the marina! To give you an idea of the breadth of this event: daily 9AM skippers meeting with announcements, updates and discussions re: the crossing (daily radio chats, weather information, navigation information). Fantastic seminars every day on subjects including "provisioning", "weather fundamentals", "offshore fishing techniques", "sea sickness and tropical medicine", "sail repair", "voyage planning" , "celestial navigation". There has also been a daily "ladies roundtable" -- as expected the women participants have a broad range of sailing experience and expertise. In general, most have not had as much offshore experience as their husbands and the roundtable has been a fascinating opportunity to talk through concerns, fears, advice and recommendations with each other and with those women with extensive offshore experience. It is truly amazing how many of us share the same feelings. 

Of course getting to know each other has been a large component of this past week. Every night there is a "meet and greet" party. All the folks here, including the staff are friendly, helpful, engaged, and excited. As you can imagine there are lots of laughs, tips, stories shared and general zeal. We all look forward to getting to know each other further as we travel down island. FYI, I would say that the average age of the participants is late fifties but there are a surprising number of couples in their forties. Many of the couples have retired and chosen cruising as a way of life, others are just cruising for a season or two. There are many Canadians participating in the rally and many from the Northeast as well. There are about 3 families out of the 50 boats. 

Dragonfly "crew" arrives Saturday AM. We have a short list of tasks for them all but hope to be pretty well settled by Saturday night (wishful thinking). Rick and I have been so busy with boat prep we have not had much time to tour other boats and there are many beautiful boats - hopefully the arrival Rick, Gail, Alan and Winston will initiate a more thorough walk of the docks! 

We are still planning for a noon start on Monday. You can follow our track on the Caribbean 1500 site, 

http://www.carib1500.com/c1500/news.htm . The event organizers plan to post our positions and record a summary of the happenings daily. Please recognize that there may be some delays getting the most recent information on the site. You can also follow our progress on the win link site that you see in the footer of this email. 

Stay tuned….the best is yet to come! 

Cindy & Rick

