Remarks from our salty crew aboard Dragonfly!

Comments from Joe (onboard for the second half of the Glamour Leg):

Thursday afternoon marks our rendezvous aboard Dragonfly on the Hudson, albeit in miserable weather; the first day became a lay-day. NYC offered great distractions however: Nick's Burger Joint, walking in the rain on Broadway, Tony Award Musical "Light in the Piazza" at Lincoln Center, ducking a downpour til the wee hours in a local pub, "private" visit at an artist's (Breck Hostetter's) loft in Brooklyn, and a great dinner with Cindy's family, on the Upper West Side. "Gunkholing" in Manhattan seems a bit different from most places. 

Dawn Saturday and we begin our getaway from the mooring, quickly refuel, and continue down the Hudson. We sail by the NYC skyline, Ellis Island, and the sunlit (yes, sunlit) gaze of the Statue of Liberty. We continue under the Veranzano Bridge and out to sea. Its not just a job. IT IS AN ADVENTURE! 

Comments from Lindsey (first time sailing at night EVER):

It's Sunday October 16th. Yesterday was our (Lindsey and Spencer) first day sailing on Dragonfly. Weather was finally beautiful, and Dragonfly was flying! Last night was my 1st nighttime sail, and it was very cool. 

Additional Commentary:

Our first night sail last night -- out came the safety gear (life jackets, harnesses, flashlights, whistles, etc.). The wind was strong all night long, gusting to 28, averaging around 20. The seas were somewhat rough so we decided to duck into Cape May instead of continuing all night to get further south. Dragonfly continues to be comfortable to sail in high winds; Cindy finds that you get more exercise walking from one hull to the other during your watch than you do during the day snoozing on the trampoline. Ten minutes after Rick finally went into his bunk, leaving Joe and Cindy alone for the night's first late watch, we lost the lights on our navigation instruments and almost lost the windsurfer to the seas rushing through the trampoline. Two trips to the bow later, with Joe now completely soaked, Joe safely secured the windsurfer; and then got the lights going again, just in time for Rick & Lindsey to relieve us for the midnight watch. The excitement of the second watch was midnight bird watching, the excitement of the third watch was anchoring at 2:30am under a full moon. 

Today we layover while we wait for lower winds -- we hope that occurs tomorrow and that the wind switches around from the west. Depending on what occurs we'll either head into the Delaware Bay or continue south down the coast to Norfolk. Only 1 day away from shedding at least one layer of clothing and the start of our "vacation" gunkholing through the Chesapeake. 

Closing Thoughts:

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY Kyley Wily ! 

Thank you Breck for the 
beautiful Dragonfly Boat Coasters! We'll certainly enjoy distributing them throughout the Islands! If you want to see some great letterpress printing, check out Breck's website at www.sesameletterpress.com.
--
